


Instrument Families

What are some ways that instruments can make sound?



Membranophone - makes sound by a vibrating membrane

Chordophone - Makes sound by a vibrating string

Aerophone - Makes sound by vibrating air



The Organ
What kind of instrument is 

the organ? 

A) Membranophone
B) Chordophone
C) Aerophone

How does the organ make sound? What other 
instruments can you name that make the 
sound in a similar way to the organ?

Click here for Stephen 
Price performing Mozart’s 
“Ah, vous dirai-je, maman”  
(Twinkle Twinkle)

https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws
https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws
https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws
https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws


The Organ

What do you notice about the 
organ? 

What can you tell me about how 
it’s played and how it makes 
sound?



Fun Facts about the pipe organ
★ The organ has been around 

since the 3rd century BC… 
that’s almost 2300 years 
ago! 

★ You probably think of 
church music when you think 
of the organ, but it didn’t 
start showing up in church 
until around the year 900 
AD. 

★ The organ is played with 
both your hands AND your 
feet! 



What did you notice about the 
keyboard and the foot pedals of the 
organ? 

How many different keyboards did 
you see? 

Did you know that those buttons on 
the sides change the tone and color 
of the notes?! So cool!

HMMMMM…



Dr. Stephen Price
Dr. Price is an organist who 
teaches in Indiana. He has 

won lots of organ 
competitions and is an 

amazing player! Listen to 
him perform ….

Click here for Stephen 
Price performing Prelude 
in C Major by J.S. Bach.

https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws
https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws
https://youtu.be/e0gwV1NTMws


What do you notice about the sound of the music coming out 
of the organ as Dr. Price plays it? 

How are his hands and feet moving together or separately? 

Do you notice any changes in the sound when he uses the 
knobs on the keyboard?



Samuel 
Coleridge-Taylor

(1875-1912)
● English composer, who was the son of a black man 

and a white woman. 
● His music was influenced a lot by his African 

heritage. 



Sometimes I feel like 
a motherless child
By Samuel Coleridge Taylor

Performed by Artina McCain

This tune is based on an African American spiritual, 
which is a religious song sung by slaves during the 
1800’s in America. What do you think the song is 
trying to say? Describe the emotions of the song.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65S7bKVqTuE


Impromptu in C Major, Op. 78, 
No. 2

By Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Performed by Dr. Price

An Impromptu is written to sound improvised (made 
up on the spot). 

1. How does the Impromptu sound different than 
‘Sometimes I feel Like a Motherless Child?

2. Think about the styles of the music. How are they the 
same or different?

https://youtu.be/k1hPywOI3kE
https://youtu.be/k1hPywOI3kE
https://youtu.be/k1hPywOI3kE
https://youtu.be/k1hPywOI3kE


Follow this link to get access to some fun 
musical activities!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DkVkmvIo84tLH00Olh8bLpdp2ngOiJIRCVKI8IjtzIU/edit?usp=sharing

